o

L

—~j

water & sanitation

Department:
Water and Sanitation
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

MEDIA ADVISORY

LEARNERS TO SHOWCASE WATER & SANITATION SOLUTIONS

18 April 2016

High school learners from schools around the Mpumalanga Province will get an opportunity to
showcase their innovations and solutions to water challenges in the province during the South
African Youth Water Prize (SAYWP) Provincial Competition to be held on 19 April 2016 at the

Nelsville Community Hall in Mbombela.

The South African Youth Water Prize is the Department of Water and Sanitation’s project to
enhance the interest of learners in water and sanitation related careers and address the skills
shortage challenge in the country. The SAYWP competition encourages learners to identify
water and sanitation related problems in their schools or communities, conduct research, then
recommend and implement solutions. This requires the learners to be innovative, to come up

with workable solutions.

The SAYWP is part of the department’'s broader 2020 Vision for Water and Sanitation
Education Programme (VFWSEP) which is a schools-based education programme which
promotes water use efficiency, water quality management, awareness creation about alien
invasive plants and their impact on water resources, and health and hygiene. The programme

is implemented in collaboration with the Department of Education.

Provincial winners will represent the province in the National Competition competing against
winners from the other provinces for the ultimate prize of a fully paid trip with the Minister to
represent the country at the Stockholm Youth Water Prize. Other prizes include bursaries to

pursue water and sanitation related careers.

South Africa is a water scarce country which requires all to come together and protect our

water resources and use them efficiently, effectively and wisely for a sustainable future.

Media are invited as follows:
Date: 19 April 2016

Venue: Nelsville Community Hall, Mbombela
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Issued by the Department of Water & Sanitation
For more information contact: Themba Khoza on 013 759 7338/ 082 600 5666

For media releases, speeches and news visit the Water & Sanitation portal at:
www.dwa.gov.za




